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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Sir: 

Applicant respectfully submits this Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 
37 CFR. §§ 1 .97 and 1 .98 in order to comply with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR. §1.56. 

The enclosed Form PTO/SB/08A lists thirteen (13) references of which Applicant 
is aware. Four (4) of the thirteen (13) listed references were cited in the PCX International 
Search Report for corresponding International Application No. PCX/EP2003/009462. Copies of 
the listed references as well as a copy of the International Search Report mailed December 29, 
2003 are also enclosed. 



CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAIL UNDER 37 CFR 1.10 

"Express Mail" mailing label number: EL96238641 lUS 

Date of Deposit: February 28, 2005 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" service under 37 CFR § 1.10 on the date indicated 
above and is addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria,^ VA 22313-1450, Mail Stop PCT 
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Of the thirteen (13) references listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08A, six (6) 



are not in the English language. In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .98(a)(3)(i) and (ii), English 
language translations of the Abstracts of these non-English references are also enclosed. 
Additionally, it is noted that listed U.S. Patent No. 6,685,174 B2 corresponds to non-English 
reference DE 199 59 556. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the listed reference be made of record in this 
application. Early and favorable action is earnestly solicited. 

The citation or characterization of the reference in this Information Disclosure 
Statement is not to be construed as a representation that such reference is necessarily relevant or 
is prior art. 



application into the U.S. national phase vmder the PCT. Accordingly, no fee is believed due. 
Please charge any fee deficiency to Deposit Accoimt No. 50-0540. 



The above papers are being submitted concurrently with the entry of the patent 




Richard L. Moss, Esq. 
Reg. No. 39,782 
Attorneys for Applicant 

KRAMER LEVIN NAFTALIS & FRANKEL LLP 
919 Third Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 
(212)715-9100 



-2- 

"ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. ITT/ 



CUSTOMER NO. 31||k 

Please type a plus sign (+) inside t^^w""^ | + | 



DT^ec'dPCT/PTO 28 FEB 2005 



PTO/SB/08A (10-96) I 
through_10/31/99. 0MB 0651-003l"j~ 



Under the Papeiwoik Reduction Ad of 19 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

fuse as many sheets as necessary) 



Approved for i 

Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
5 it cofTtains a valid 0MB control numtier. 



Application Numl>er 



Complete if Known 

Not Yet Assigned^ 11 / K ggT * 7 > 
Concurrently Hergwlffi ' ^ ' 



First Named Inventor 



Examiner Name 



Hartmut GEIGER 



Not Yet Assigned 



Not Yet Assigned 



Attorney Docket Number 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 


Cite 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


DaleofPut)licalionof 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


, Kind Code' 
Number 

(if known) 


A /Tl 




6,116,586 


A 


Westerkamp et al. 


09-12-2000 








6,685,174 


82 


Bettmenburg et al. 


02-03-2004 




c 




6,098,967 


A 


Folchert 


08-08-2000 




D 




6,332,623 


81 


Betimenburg et al. 


12-25-2001 




E 




4,799,707 






01-24-1989 




F 




2002/0079626 




Grotendorst et al. 


06-27-2002 




G 




5,711,150 




Osttita et al. 


01-27-1998 







































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Wtiere Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Ts 


Office' Number^ ™f 






DE 


199 59 556 


CI 


Behmenburg et al. 


12-14-2000 










DE 


197 13 313 


Al 


Geiger et al. 


10-01-1998 










DE 


102 03 075 


A1 


Huster 


08-08-2002 






K 




EP 


0 343 391 


A2 


Sctineideretal. 


11-29-1989 










JP 


2002/087040 






03-26-2002 










DE 


40 04 482 






08-22-1991 























































































































































[ Examiner 




Date 


/Toan To/ | 


[ Signature 




Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation Is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in ccnfbrmance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

' Unique citation designation number. ' See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ' Enter Office that issued the document by the tvw-letter code 
(WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WiPO Standard ST. 1 6 if possible. ' Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This fonn is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPtETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231. 
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